[image: image1.png]SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
PROGRAMME




[image: image2.png]Q/\
(LU NNOVATION

de I'Innovation et de la Recherche




LUXINNOVATION GIE

National Agency for Innovation and Research
FP7 National Contact Point
 

7, rue Alcide de Gasperi 
L-1615 Luxembourg – Kirchberg

Tel: +352 43 62 63 – 1    Fax: +352 43 81 20

www.luxinnovation.lu
Profile of a Luxembourg company interested in becoming a partner in a FP7 RDT Proposal

	Date:  07/08/07
	Reference: HAELTH-2


	Contact Details 

	Contact Person 
	Djalil COOWAR

	Organisation 
	AxoGlia Therapeutics SA

	Address 
	2a, rue des Carrières

	Post Code 
	L-1316                   
	Country 
	Luxembourg

	Tel. 
	00352691751022
	Fax 003524666446371

	Email 
	dcoowar@axoglia.com

	Web address 
	www.axoglia.com

	Short Profile of Organisation: 

Based in Luxembourg, AxoGlia Therapeutics is a biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery and development of innovative drugs for the treatment of neurodegenerative and neuroinflammatory diseases with unsatisfied medical needs.

AxoGlia Therapeutics is a pioneer in the development of small chemical entities having dual anti-neurodegenerative and anti-inflammatory capacities. These molecules act on two levels: the regeneration of nervous cells by influencing the cell fate of cellular precursors and having anti-inflammatory properties.


	Have you participated in a former European FP? 
	􀀀    Yes
	x􀀀    No

	If yes, please indicate the project or activity: 
	


	Project

	Area
	Health

	Workprogramme Topic(s) you are interested in: 
	2.2. Research on the brain and related diseases, human development and ageing
2.2.1 HEALTH-2007-2.2.1-7 Restorative approaches for therapy of neurodegenerative diseases

	Call Identifier 
	FP7-HEALTH-2007-B


	Your main research areas/ Description of research activities: (5 lines min)
AxoGlia Therapeutics preclinical programs target compounds that modulate the activation of microgliocytes towards macrophage-like cells and enhance the terminal differentiation of neural stem/progenitor cells. The biological effects of these molecules hint towards pharmacological benefits in neuropathologies like multiple sclerosis, neurodegenerative diseases and ischemic lesions. Our lead compound is able to modulate neuroinflammation and to favour remyelination of CNS lesions targeting multiple sclerosis. It is currently in pre-clinical phase and possesses strong pharmacological effects on an animal model of multiple sclerosis. Till now, there are no data on the benefit of this molecule on animal models of Alzheimer’s disease. However, cellular tests have proved the efficacy of this molecule to deplete beta-amyloid plaques present in Alzheimer’s disease.


	Expertise/ Commitment offered: (5 lines min)
AxoGlia Therapeutics SA has concentrated its efforts on its fields of expertise: the development and the biological screening of synthetic molecules for the treatment of neuropathologies. On account of their neuroregenerative and anti-inflammatory properties, these molecules have a curative vocation, which represents a spectacular evolution for the treatment of these diseases. AxoGlia Therapeutics SA has the know how for the development of families of innovating chemical molecules and is developing screening platforms to identify drugs that modulate the differentiation of nervous cells and having neuroprotective properties. These molecules not only have a broad utility for CNS disorders but may also have a high potential for cardiovascular, cancer, immune and inflammatory diseases.


	Description of the added value you can provide (know-how/expertise and equipment): (10 lines min)
AxoGlia Therapeutics SA has strong competences for producing new families of innovating molecules very quickly. These compounds resulting from assays that employ neural cells survival and differentiation can be developed for a variety of pathologies where regeneration is required. The people from AxoGlia Therapeutics SA are highly specialized and qualified in various domains namely embryonic and adult stem cells, neuroinflammation, oncology and natural products. The company has focused on cell-based screening platform for regenerative and neuroprotective molecules but also has a microarray platform dedicated to anti-inflammatory molecules. In collaboration with the founding laboratories, we can quickly validate our therapeutic leads on in vivo models of multiple sclerosis and Alzheimer’s disease. Our discovery platform is not based on a target-dependent strategy but rather a phenotypic screening that has demonstrated its efficacy :

- enhancing the cell-fate choice and differentiation of neural stem cells into mature neurons
- enhancing the terminal differentiation of oligodendrocytes precursors into mature oligodendrocytes.
This approach focuses on a novel validated mechanism that favours regeneration and involves gene regulation mechanisms that control multiple cell differentiation processes during embryonic and adult life.


	Keywords specifying the expertise:
Regeneration, Cell differentiation, Neuro-inflammation, Neurodegenerative diseases
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